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A. STATUTORY NUMBERS 





1. This bulletin summarizes the availability of immigrant numbers during 
October. Consular officers are required to report to the Department of State 
documentarily qualified applicants for numerically limited visas; the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service reports applicants for adjustment of 
status. Allocations were nade, to the extent possible under the numerical 
limitations, for the demand received by September 3th in the chronological 
order of the reported priority dates. If the demand could not be satisfied 
within the statutory or regulatory limits, the category or foreign state in 
which demand was excessive was deemed oversubscribed. The cut-off date for an 
oversubscribed category is the priority date of the first applicant who could 
not be reached within the numerical limits. Only applicants who have a 
priority date earlier than the cut-off date may be allotted a number. 
Immediately that it becomes necessary during the monthly allocation process to 
retrogress a cut-off date, supplemental requests for numbers will be honored 
only if the priority date falls within the new cut-off date. 








2. Section 201 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) sets an annual 
minimum family-sponsored preference limit of 226,000. The worldwide level for 
annual employment-based preference immigrants is at least 140,000. Section 202 
prescribes that the per-country limit for preference immigrants is 7% of the 
total annual family-sponsored and employment-based preference limits, i.e., a 
minimum of 25,620. The dependent area limit is set at 2%, or a minimum of 
7,320. Effective with FY-1994, the 7% per country limit applies to Hong Kong. 


3. Section 203 of the INA prescribes preference classes for allotment of 
immigrant visas as follows: 


*AMILY-SPONSORED PREFERENCES 





First: Unmarried Sons and Daughters of Citizens: 23,400 plus any numbers not 
required for fourth preference. 


Second: Spouses and Children, and Unmarried Sons and Daughters of Permanent 
Residents: 114,200, plus the number (if any) by which the worldwide family 
reference level exceeds 226,000, and any unused first preference numbers: 





A. Spouses and Children: 77% of the overall second preference limitation, of 
which 75% are exempt from the per-country limit; 


B. Unmarried Sons and Daughters (21 years of age or older): 23% of the 
overall second preference limitation. 


Third: Married Sons and Daughters of Citizens: 23,400, plus any numbers not 
required by first and second preferences. 


Fourth: Brothers and Sisters of Adult Citizens: 65,000, plus any numbers not 
required by first three preferences. 
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EMPLOYMENT-BASED PREFERENCES 





First: Priority Workers: 28.6% of the worldwide employment-based preference 
level, plus any numbers not required for fourth and fifth preferences. 


Second: Members of the Professions Holding Advanced Degrees or Persons of 
Exceptional Ability: 28.6% of the worldwide employment-based preference level, 
plus any numbers not required by first preference. 


Third: Skilled Workers, Professionals, and Other Workers: 28.6% of the 
worldwide level, plus any numbers not required by first and second preferences, 
not more than 10,000 of which to "Other Workers". 





Fourth: Certain Special Immigrants: 7.1%, not more than 5,000 of which to the 
Religious Workers described in INA Section 10l(a)(27)(C)(ii)(II) and (III). ; 


Fifth: Employment Creation: 7.1% of the worldwide level, not less than 3,000 of 
Which reserved for investors in a targetted rural or high-unemployment area. 


4. INA Section 203(e) provides that family-sponsored and employment-based 
preference visas be issued to eligible immigrants in the order in which a 
petition in behalf of each has been filed. Section 203(d) provides that spouses 
and children of preference immigrants are entitled to the same status, and the 
same order of consideration, if accompanying or following to join the principal. 
The visa prorating provisions of Section 202(e) apply to allocations for a 
foreign state or dependent area when visa demand exceeds the per-country limit. 
These provisions apply at present to the following oversubscribed chargeability 
areas: CHINA-mainland born, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, INDIA, MEXICO, and PHILIPPINES. 


5. SPOUSES AND CHILDREN OF LEGALIZATION BENEFICIARIES: Section 112 of the 
Immigration Act of l P.L. - provides ’ immigrant visas during each 
of fiscal years 1992, 1993 and 1994 to spouses and children of persons legalized 
under the three programs established by the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 
1986 (P.L. 99-603). The total available for each fiscal year must be reduced, 
however, by the extent to which immediate relative immigration in the previous 
year exceeds 239,000. (This category is indicated below by the symbol “LB".) 





6. On the chart below, the listing of a date for any class indicates that the 
class is oversubscribed (see paragraph 1); “"C" means current, i.e., numbers are 
available for all qualified applicants; and "U" means unavailable, i.e., no 
numbers are available. (NOTE: Numbers are available only for applicants whose 
priority date is earlier than the cut-off date listed below.) 


PREFERENCES 





All Charge- 





ability Areas CHINA- 

Except Those mainland DOMINICAN 

Listed born REPUBLIC INDIA MEXICO PHILIPPINES 
Family 
lst Cc Cc Cc Cc O1SEP92 30JUL85 
2A* 15APR91 15APR91 15APR91 15APR91 O8APR91 15APR91 
LB* 15APR91 15APR91 15APR91 15APR91 15APR91 15APR91 
2B 220CT89 220CT89 19JAN89 220CT89 220CT89 15DEC86 
3rd O08AUG91 08AUG91 O8AUG91 O8AUG91 O8APR85 28JAN83 
4th 22MAR84 22MAR84 22MAR84 O5JAN83 22SEP81 24MAY77 
*NOTE: For OCTOBER, 2A numbers EXEMPT from per-country limit are available to 


applicants from all countries wi 


numbers SUBJECT to per opty 


all countries EXCEPT MEXICO with priority dates beginning O8APR91 and earlier 


than 15APR91. 
applicants chargeable to MEXICO.) 





prior 


th priority A earlier th 


an O8APR91. 2A 
limit are available to applicants chargeable to 


(2A numbers subject to per-country limit are “unavailai le" for 
Applicants qualified for the "LB" 

(Spouse/Child of Legalization Beneficiary) category whose priority date does not 
permit allocation of a "2A" number under the 2A cut-off dates above are eligible 


for an "LB" number as long as their priority date is earlier than 15APR91. 
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All Charge- 
ability Areas CHINA- 
Except Those mainland DOMINICAN 
Listed born REPUBLIC INDIA MEXICO PHILIPPINES 
Employment- 
Based 
lst Cc Cc Cc Cc Cc C 
2nd Cc 01DEC92 Cc Cc Cc Cc 
3rd Cc O1JUL93 Cc O1JUL92 Cc O1JUL92 
Other O1JAN88 O1JAN88 O1JAN88 O1JAN88 01JAN88 O1JAN88 
Workers 
4th Cc C 4 Cc SC 150CT92 
Certain Cc Cc C Cc Cc 150CT92 
Religious 
Workers 
5th Cc U C Cc +4 C 
Targetted Cc U Cc Cc Cc Cc 
Employment 
Areas 


Chinese Student Protection Act: C (Applications for adjustment of status 
under this legislation may be filed regardless of visa number availability.) 


The Department of State has available a recorded message with visa availability 
information which can be heard at: (area code 202) 663-1541. This recording 
will be updated in the middle of each month with information on cut-off dates 


for the following month. 


B. TRANSITION IMMIGRANT (AA-1) CATEGORY FOR NATIVES OF CERTAIN “ADVERSELY 


AFFECTED” FOREIGN STATES 


Section 132 of the Immigration Act of 1990 (P.L. 101-649) provides 40,000 
immigrant visas during each of fiscal years 1992, 1993 and 1994 for natives of 
certain countries which had been identified as “adversely affected" for purposes 
of the "NP-5" immigrant program established under Section 314 of the Immigration 
Reform and Control Act of 1986 (P.L. 99-603). At least 40 percent of AA-1l 
numbers are designated for natives of the country which received the greatest 
number of visas under the NP-5 program (i.e., Ireland). Any numbers unused in 
fiscal year 1993 will be added to the fiscal year 1994 limitation. 
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For October, immigrant numbers in the AA-1l category are available to qualified 
applicants chargeable to all AA-1l countries on a "CURRENT" basis. 








AA-1 visa numbers for October, the first month of fiscal year 1994, are 
available only to persons registered on the basis of the March 1993 application 
period for FY-1994 visas. 


Important Note: It cannot be taken for granted that the AA-1 category will 
remain "CURRENT" throughout FY-1994,. If applicant demand for numbers in any 
particular month exceeds the supply of numbers available, an allocation cut-off 
for that month would be necessary. 


C. AVAILABILITY OF ASYLEE NUMBERS FOR ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS CASES 





The following information has been provided by the Refugees, Asylum and Parole 
Office of the Immigration and Naturalization Service: 


Asylees who filed their application to adjust on or before April 5, 1993 and 
whose names are included on the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
centralized computer list may be adjusted at this time. 





D. PROJECTIONS OF PREFERENCE VISA NUMBER AVAILABILITY FOR THE COMING MONTHS 





Based on current indications of demand, the Visa Office has made the following 
projections of visa availability for the next few months. It should be noted 
that variations in demand for visa numbers could slow or expedite availability. 


Family FIRST preference: CURRENT for all countries except for MEXICO and 
PHILIPPINES, where the combination of heavy applicant demand and the 
annual ceiling under the prorated per-country limit will mean continued 
oversubscription. The MEXICO date is expected to advance a few weeks 
each month. For PHILIPPINES, the cut-off date is likely to move a few 
days per month. 


Family SECOND preference - 2A: The cut-off dates are expected to advance one 
or two weeks each month. There is a very heavy concentration of demand 
in the Family 2A category by applicants with 1991 priority dates. Asa 
result, the rate of cut-off date advance will be slower during the coming 
year than it was during the past year. 


2B: The DOMINICAN REPUBLIC and PHILIPPINES dates should advance a few 
weeks per month. The cut-off date for all other countries will move no 
more than one week per month. 


LB Transition Category for Spouses/Children of Legalization Beneficiaries: 
Advances in the cut-off date are likely to be about one week per month 
during the coming months. 


Family THIRD preference: For most countries this cut-off date should move about 
two weeks per month. For MEXICO, the date may advance up to a few weeks 
month per month, and for PHILIPPINES about one week. 


Family FOURTH preference: The worldwide date should move about three weeks 
per month. For INDIA the cut-off date will advance an average of about 
one week per month. The PHILIPPINES cut-off date will continue to 
advance only days at a time because of the very considerable applicant 
demand in this category. The MEXICO date may advance about a month per 
month. 
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Employment FIRST preference: This category is expected to remain CURRENT. 


Employment SECOND preference: At present, the preference is CURRENT for all 
countries EXCEPT CHINA-mainland born. (See note about INDIA below.) 


CHINA-mainland born: Because of heavy applicant demand (primarily for 
adjustment of status cases at INS offices), a cut-off date has been 
established for this chargeability. Due to the variations in demand, no 
specific prediction on the pace of movement of this date is possible at 
present. 


INDIA: Increasing visa number demand within the INDIA Employment Second 
preference could also require the establishment of a cut-off date in the 
near future. 


Employment THIRD preference: While the Employment Third preference category 

for all countries EXCEPT CHINA-mainland born, INDIA, and PHILIPPINES 
remains "CURRENT" for October, increased immigrant number demand is 
expected during coming months from applicants who have acquired status in 
| this category under the terms of the Chinese Student Protection Act of 
1992 (P.L. 102-404). The increase in demand may be sufficient to 
oversubscribe the preference and require the establishment of a visa 
availability cut-off date for applicants from ALL countries at some 
future point. If a worldwide employment third preference oversubscription 
does occur, the cut-off date is likely to be sometime in July 1993. 


la a 


CHINA-mainland born: Heavy applicant demand for visa numbers has caused 
the reestablishment of a cut-off date in this category. If there is a 
further increase in applicant demand, particularly from applicants with 
priority dates earlier than the October cut-off date, it may be necessary 
to retrogress the cut-off date for this category during the coming months. 





INDIA: A cut-off date has been reestablished because of an increase in 
applicant demand (particularly by adjustment of status cases at INS 
offices). Due to the variations in demand, no specific prediction on the 
pace of movement of this date is possible at present. 


PHILIPPINES: The numerical limit is likely to be significantly lower for 
FY-1994 than for the past year. Fewer numbers will mean a slower cut-off 
date movement. No specific prediction on the pace of movement of this 
date is possible at present. 


"OTHER (UNSKILLED) WORKER" subcategory: Heavy visa demand within this 
10,000 annual limit means that the cut-off date will move slowly, about 
one week per month. 


Employment FOURTH preference: This category is CURRENT and should remain so, 
except for PHILIPPINES where heavy demand has required the establishment 
of a cut-off date. PHILIPPINES visa allocations, including those within 
the "Religious Worker" classes, can be expected to remain subject to a 
cut-off date indefinitely, with gradual forward movement. 
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Employment FIFTH preference: This category is expected to remain CURRENT for 
all chargeabilities EXCEPT CHINA-mainland born. 


CHINA-mainland born: The Chinese Student Protection Act requires that 
1,000 numbers be deducted from each year's CHINA-mainland born 
per-country limit to cover cases processed under that legislation. A 
total of 300 numbers will be deducted from the CHINA-mainland born 
Employment Third preferei.ce category, and 700 from the Employment Fifth 
preference category. The reduction of Fifth preference will preempt all 
the numbers initially available to the category for FY-1994. Asa 
result, the CHINA-mainland born investor category is “UNAVAILABLE” for 
October 1993; subsequent visa availability will depend on the extent to 
which numbers unused by other CHINA-mainland born categories fall to the 
Employment fifth preference during FY-1994. Thus, visa availability in 
this category during FY-1994 is difficult to predict. 





E. RECENT AMENDMENTS TO THE VISA PORTION OF THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS MANUAL (FAM) 





Transmittal Letters (TLs) VISA-81 dated August 4, 1993, VISA-82 dated August 6, 
1993, and VISA-83 dated August 13, 1993, which update the visa portion (Vol. 9) 
of the FAM, are now available. 











Visa-81 amends Part III, Sections 42.12 Exhibit I; 42.53 Exhibit I; 42.61 Notes 
2.1 and 3.2-l; 42.61 Exhibit II; 42.63 Exhibit XVI; 42.73 Procedural Notes 1.lb, 
1.8-5b, 2.lc, 4.2; and 43.13 Procedural Notes 1.2 and 1.3. VISA-82 updates 
Part II, Section 41.33 Procedural Note 2.3 with regard to Machine Readable 
Border Crossing Cards. VISA-83 updates Part III, Sections 42.22 Procedural Note 
5 and Exhibit III; 43.32(d)(2) Notes 4.4, 4.5 and 4.6; 42.51 Procedural Note 
5.3; 42.53 Note 1.4(c); 42.61 Note 2.1; 42.63 Procedural Note 4.7; 42.73 
Procedural Notes 2.l1(c) and (d); and 42.81 Procedural Note 1.2. 





There is a charge of $6.50 per copy of VISA-81, $.50 per copy of VISA-82, and 
$10.75 per copy of VISA-83. A check payable to the Department of State must 
accompany the order. These TLs may be obtained from: 





Distribution Services (OIS/PS/PR) 
Room B845 NS 

Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520-0845 
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VISA BULLETIN SUBSCRIPTION AND CHANGE OF ADDRESS INFORMATION: Additions or 
Changes to the mailing list should be sent to: Visa Bulletin, Visa Office, 
Department of State, Washington, D.C. 20522-0113. Only addresses within the 
U.S. postal system may be placed on the mailing list. Please include a recent 
mailing label when reporting changes or corrections of address; the Postal 
Service does NOT automatically notify the Visa Office of address changes. 
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